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Minutes of the work-meeting (+ PowerPoint presentation)

Verden (Germany), Monday 23rd October 2006

Participants:

· Catherine de Coulon – Department Manager, Sport horses, FEI
· Nathalie Fropier – Project Manager, Haras Nationaux
· Rudi Eerdekens – General secretary, BWP
· Samuel Le Goff – Engineer trainee, Haras Nationaux/WBFSH
· Xavier Guibert – International Department Manager, Haras Nationaux
· Vel Evans - Project Director, Equine Canada
I. Outcomes of the Newmarket meeting of September

First of all, some subjects have been discussed at the beginning of the meeting. For example, we spoke about the problem for the word “breeder”. Indeed, it is an important information for the stud book which registers the data in its database.

Either in many countries, the breeder is the owner of the mare at the moment of foaling. On the other hand, in some countries like USA and The Netherlands, the breeder is the owner of the mare at the moment of covering.

In both cases, the foal gets an owner which is given to the FEI for registration. Concerning this aspect, Catherine de Coulon would like to implement a system updating the FEI database at each time there is a new owner instead of giving a sticker with the new information. The same way for any other new information about the horse.

By the way, Xavier Guibert proposed to make compulsory to take the passport with the horse and the card with the owner. 

2 kind of documents: the horse & the owner

Moreover, faced to the problem of having several passports for the same horse, the solution could be the microchips + the documents.

II. Data confidentiality regarding “private” information

Vel Evans proposed to manage horse information and owner data separately in order to respect the confidentiality of the personal data. This privacy information system works in France and North America.

III. Data standardization – core data field
A. Name

We should define the “authorized” characters rather than the forbidden characters and make a recommendation forbidding all special characters.


It has been proposed to authorize:

· The 26 alphabetic characters

· The blank

· The apostrophe (e.g.: Flipper d’Elle, King’s diamond)

· The numbers (e.g.: Sky24 for a Canadian horse)

Vel Evans also mentioned the existence of the “AscII – charset list” which contains 256 characters considered as international.

A list is to be done regarding those “authorized characters”. This would facilitate the data exchanges thanks to XML.

On the other hand, all the accents should be forbidden.

Another proposal is to create 2 fields for the name:

1. Original name : this would be the name of the horse in its country of origin. It could include “forbidden” characters (Arabic, Cyrillic, etc…)

2. Current or “international name” : this would be the “translation” of the original name furnished by the country of origin before exportation with the “authorized” characters in order to permit the XML exchanges.

Moreover, the UELN website should be modified in a way that if we are looking for a horse by its name which contains “forbidden” characters, the system might either:

· Propose different research options.

· Propose the results after an automatic simplifying.

B. Colours

Vel Evans proposed a new table of colours which has been discussed during the meeting. This table compares classification of colours between:

· American Quarter Horse Association 

· Haras Nationaux

· FEI

· Equine Canada

From this table, it was proposed to establish several stages of determination and description of the coat colour , Vel Evans will issue the result to the working group 

IV. Data registration in databases.

Rudi Eerdekens mentioned that it would be interesting to make different kind of access for horse data consulting on www.ueln.net. So , depending on the entered password, the visitor could either access to all the functions (download and execute), including the registration of imported data in its database, or only consult data available.

V. Attribution of the UELN codes.

To give a UELN code to an organization, it refers, in Europe, to the EU website which made a list of all the approved organisations. This is not true for the USA and Canada, where at present they don’t have an national umbrella for passport issuing organisations. So it would be important to find a way to check the reliability of the organisations asking for a UELN code, before giving it.

· how to make the UELN database an official list ? 
Validation of the list of each country by the government or by the national horse industry governing body ; this body is responsible to check that each recognized organisation or database  fulfils the minimum standard for identification and registration.
The WBFSH requires a fulfilled questionnaire to give a number to any organisation.

When XML exchanges will work properly, each organisation with a UELN would have to pay a fee to a “UELN committee” which would be in charge of maintaining the database from those organisations. So the exchanged data via UELN will be reliable. It is a relation of trust.

It could work as below:

Step 1 : the government proceed to the « official agreement » of the organisations managing databases (e.g. in France)
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Step 2 : the national organisation representing the horse system check the reliability of the organisations managing databases.


Step 3 : the « UELN committee » control this thanks to its own  basic criteria.

VI. Differentiation « pony », « saddle horse », « draught horse » : 

This aspect is specific to every country so it should not be involved in XML exchanges. For example in Canada, there is no difference between “saddle horse” and “draught horse” whereas in other countries, there is no difference between “ponies” and “saddle horse”.

( Delete the “saddle horse” column from the table of breeds.

VII. Microchipping

Rudi Eerdekens informed us that 3000 horses have been chipped this year (2006) in Belgium.

The identification with coded description is an interesting way for identifying a horse. The second way is the use of microchips (even if, as mentioned Vel Evans and Rudi Eerdekens, there is no approved study concerning the long-term effects of microchips on animals)

Then Xavier Guibert explained the relation between micro chipping and UELN in France. The microchip number starts with 250 259 (250= France & 259 = horse) which is different from UELN (250 001)

Every passport should always include UELN number and microchip number (when the horse has been micro chipped)

VIII. Traceability

The UELN started in 1988 with WAHO. From where it started, more info have been required.

In Canada, the goal is to track all the movements of horses. Can Equid would like to know everything about the horse during its life (import/export). For example, it would be useful in any competition/show to track the data of every horse. It does not mean treating the data, but just having the data available if something happens (epidemic).

IX. Topics from Can Equid:

Can Equid intends to take all the current assigned UELN codes in Canada in order to assign them to the organisations according to its own criteria. The problem is that UELN codes are already used for horses!!

· So the table of UELN codes has to be sent to Vel Evans in order to check the current organisations, change UELN only for those organisations not having issued any passport or certificate of registration comprising a UELN 

Vel Evans explained to the US and Canadian governments that the UELN contained only numbers and thus convinced them to use the UELN for the horses traceability. However, the UELN contains both numbers and letters (e.g. thoroughbreds).

Assignment of the UELN code in Can Equid

1 2 4 _ _ _ 

Can Equid

1 2 4 3 6 3 

3 digits given by Can Equid to the AQHA for Quarter Horses born in Canada.

1 2 4 3 6 3 + horse’s AQHA number 

Number assigned by Can Equid for Quarter horses born in Canada, if the AQHA already gave them a UELN.

After that, if the owner wants to have passport made by AQHA (with logo of AQHA, a specific presentation, etc…) then it has to ask Can Equid to send data concerning its horse to the AQHAA
The first 6 digits of the UELN refer to the database which first registered and gave passport to the horse

if it’s not the case, then








if it’s not the case, then
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